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     WELLS FARGO

North Carolina
Principal of the Year



We would like thank everyone who participated in the nomination and selection 
process at all levels. Our special appreciation is extended to the following:

Wells Fargo is a nationwide, diversified, community-based financial 
services company that has 316 stores and more than 27,000 team 
members in North Carolina. 

Wells Fargo’s vision is to satisfy all of its customers’ financial needs 
and to help them succeed financially through its banking, commercial 
real estate lending, insurance, investments, mortgage, and consumer 
and commercial finance products and services.

Wells Fargo is honored to sponsor the North Carolina Principal of the 
Year program and to support educational initiatives in communities 
across the state. This past year in North Carolina, Wells Fargo 
provided more than $15.6 million to nonprofits and schools. These 
contributions were channeled into areas such as neighborhood 
revitalization, education, mortgage counseling, small business 
development, human services and financial literacy. Team members 
volunteered more than 168,000 hours.

Wells Fargo and you – together we’ll go far.

Visit a Wells Fargo store today or visit wellsfargo.com to learn more 
about the company.

Founded in 1965 by entrepreneur Bertil Hult, EF (Education First) is  
a privately-held company with 16 divisions that offer a range of 
educational programs from language training, educational travel,  
and academic degrees to cultural exchanges. With a mission to break 
down barriers in language, culture and geography, EF has helped 
people of all ages and nationalities become citizens of the world.

From Berlin to Beijing, Moscow to Mexico City, Dubai to Denver, EF 
operates 400 schools and offices in over 50 countries. EF’s global 
network includes 9,000 staff and 25,000 teachers and guides. To date, 
EF has helped over 15 million people to learn a new language, discover 
the world, or earn an academic degree.

Special Acknowledgements



WELCOME AND GREETINGS

Dr. Lynne Johnson  •  Director Educator Effectiveness 
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction

Wayne McDevitt  •  Vice Chairman, NC State Board of Education

INVOCATION

yvette stewart  •  Assistant Director Educator Effectiveness 
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction

LUNCHEON

REMARkS

Lieutenant Governor Dan Forest 

Jack cLayton  •  Executive Vice President, Wells Fargo

kimberLy moore  •  Relationship Manager, EF Educational Tours

Patrice Faison  •  2012 Wells Fargo Principal of the Year

RECOGNITION Of CANDIDATES

Dr. rebecca GarLanD  •  Chief Academic Officer 
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction

ANNOUNCEMENT Of THE 2013 WELLS fARGO PRINCIPAL Of THE YEAR

Juan austin  •  Senior VP, Community Affairs Manager, Wells Fargo

CLOSING AND ADJOURNMENT

Dr. June atkinson  •  North Carolina State Superintendent 
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction

Award Ceremony Agenda



Selecting the individual who will represent North Carolina’s principals and  
serve as a spokesperson for administrators and educators in our state is a 
most challenging task. Candidates are nominated by their local education 
agency. Following their nomination, each candidate participates in an 
interview process. One principal is selected from each of the eight regions 
and then participates in a state level process. 

2013 STATE SELECTION COMMITTEE

Dr. shirLey Prince  •  Executive Director  
North Carolina Principals and Assistant Principals Association

shirLey carraWay, ed.D  •  NC Former Consultant for Appalachia Regional 
Comprehensive Center at Evantia

Kevin hoWeLL  •  State Board of Education Representative – Education District 3

yvette stewart  •  Ex-Officio – Assistant Director Educator Effectiveness 
North Carolina Department of Public Instruction

State Selection

Western

northWest
PieDMont-
triaD/centraL north centraL northeast

southeastsanDhiLLs/ 
south centraL

southWest



Northeast
Region 1

Dale cole
northeast region Principal of the year

Chocowinity Middle School, Beaufort County Schools

cynthia Morris
elizabeth City Middle School
elizabeth City-Pasquotank Public Schools

thomas Wilson 
Knotts island elementary School
Currituck County Schools

John Luciano 
Manteo High School 
Dare County Schools

serena Paschal 
Williamston Primary School
Martin County Schools

sheila evans
John A. Holmes High School
edenton-Chowan Schools

ernest cooley 
Camden Middle School
Camden County Schools

chanté Jordan
Perquimans High School
Perquimans County Schools

rickey eley
Windsor elementary School
Bertie County Schools

sharon cherry
Creswell High School 
Washington County Schools

Julie shields 
Bearfield Primary School
Hertford County Schools

Lionel Kato 
Farmville Middle School
Pitt County Schools

Jennifer hill 
T.S. Cooper elementary School
gates County Schools

region 1 – District Winners



Southeast
Region 2

Wesley Johnson  
southeast region Principal of the year
Hobbton High School, Sampson County Schools

retha rusk 
Lincoln elementary School
Brunswick County Schools

catherine Warren
Atlantic elementary School
Carteret County Schools

thomasine hassell
grover C. Fields Middle School
Craven County Schools

ben sautter
north Duplin elementary School
Duplin County Schools

Michael White
Jones Middle School
Jones County Schools

Mildred Dunn
northeast elementary School
Lenoir County Schools

Maria Greene
College Park elementary School
new Hanover County Schools

Peggy Kelley
Dixon elementary School
onslow County Schools

sherry Meador
Fred A. Anderson elementary School
Pamlico County Schools

James Klingensmith
Topsail Middle School
Pender County Schools 

carol artis
north Drive elementary School
Wayne County Schools

region 2 – District Winners



North Central
Region 3

Leondus Farrow, Jr.  
north central region Principal of the year

Rocky Mount High School, nash-Rocky Mount Schools

rodriguez teal
Pearsontown elementary School 
Durham Public Schools

Paula Flythe 
g.W. Bulluck elementary School
edgecombe County Schools

robin Faulkner 
Bunn High School 
Franklin County Schools

Jennifer carraway 
C.g. Credle elementary School
granville County Schools

David Pearce
Four oaks elementary School
Johnston County Schools

Wanda briggs-trevino
Willis Hare elementary School
northampton County Schools

robert hurley
Roanoke Rapids High School
Roanoke Rapids graded School District

Laura rigsbee
Aycock elementary School
Vance County  Schools

Kenneth branch
Brentwood elementary School
Wake County Schools

susan bullock
new Hope elementary School
Wilson County Schools

region 3 – District Winners



Sandhills/ 
South Central
Region 4

Wendy Jordan  
sandhills/south central region Principal of the year
Mineral Springs elementary School, Richmond County Schools

Deborah Guyton
Bladenboro Primary School
Bladen County Schools

Janet hedrick
Acme Delco elementary School
Columbus County Schools

Monica thompson
north Harnett Primary School
Harnett County Schools

anne McLean
Page Street elementary School
Montgomery County Schools

erica Fortenberry
east Hoke Middle School
Hoke County Schools

vicki haislip
greenwood elementary School 
Lee County Schools

crystal brown
Benjamin Martin elementary School
Cumberland County Schools

tina coleman
Parkton elementary School
Public Schools of Robeson County

rose cooper
Crain’s Creek Middle School
Moore County Schools

beth ammons
Scotland High School
Scotland County Schools

region 4 – District Winners



Piedmont-Triad/ 
Central
Region 5

Leigh Jones  
Piedmont-triad/central region Principal of the year
Dalton L. McMichael High School, Rockingham County Schools

rebecca royal
South Mebane elementary School
Alamance-Burlington Schools

brian saunders
guy B. Teachey elementary School
Asheboro City Schools

Precilla stone
Bartlett Yancey High School
Caswell County Schools

Marny ruben
Seawell elementary School
Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools

chris blice
northwood High School
Chatham County Schools

christie Weatherly
Reeds elementary School
Davidson County Schools

eric hines
early/Middle College at 
north Carolina A&T State University
guilford County Schools

Jackie Miller
Southwest elementary School
Lexington City Schools

cornelia brimmer
Pathways elementary School
orange County Schools

shayla holeman
South elementary School
Person County Schools

Jennie Williams
Liberty elementary School
Randolph County Schools

tony George
West Stokes High School
Stokes County Schools

benjie brown
Liberty Drive elementary School
Thomasville City Schools

nora baker
Jefferson elementary School
Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools

region 5 – District Winners



Southwest
Region 6

Lynn rhymer  
southwest region Principal of the year
Central Cabarrus High School, Cabarrus County Schools

Julie Mcswain
oakboro elementary School
Stanly County Schools

torben ross
grier Middle School
gaston County Schools

Daron buckwell
Kannapolis Middle School 
Kannapolis City Schools 

tonya Kales
Ashley Park PreK-8 School
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools

aaron belcher
norris S. Childers elementary School
Lincoln County Schools

steven Wray
Weddington Middle School
Union County Public Schools

aaron allen
Burns High School
Cleveland County Schools

region 6 – District Winners



Northwest
Region 7

elizabeth rosenbalm  
northwest region Principal of the year

Conover School, newton-Conover City Schools

christopher barnes
Alleghany High School
Alleghany County Schools

Doug rhoney
Alexander Central High School
Alexander County Schools

David blackburn
Mountain View elementary School
Ashe County Schools

ricky Ward
Avery County Middle School
Avery County Schools

Debbie Jennings
east Burke High School
Burke County Schools

andrew Puhl
Hudson elementary School
Caldwell County Schools

Lisa thompson
Balls Creek elementary School
Catawba County Schools

Jennifer custer
north Davie Middle School
Davie County Schools

thomas caton
elkin elementary School
elkin City Schools

ann stalnaker
Hickory High School
Hickory City Schools

shonda hairston
Knollwood elementary School
Rowan-Salisbury Schools

neil atkins
Central Middle School
Surry County Schools

Patrick sukow
Blowing Rock elementary School
Watuaga County Schools

susan blackburn
Millers Creek elementary School
Wilkes County Schools

charles Garrett
Fall Creek elementary School
Yadkin County Schools

region 7 – District Winners



Western
Region 8

ricky tipton  
Western region Principal of the year
east Yancey Middle School, Yancey County Schools

audrey reneau
Clear Creek elementary School
Henderson County Schools

Kathryn Kantz
Cullowhee Valley School
Jackson County Public Schools

Jeremy Gibbs
Brevard High School
Transylvania County Schools

William bowles
South Macon elementary School
Macon County Schools

Margaret turner
Charles D. owen High School 
Buncombe County Schools

Jeff haney
Central Haywood High School
Haywood County Schools

neil higgins
Sunshine elementary School
Rutherford County Schools

boyd shields
Murphy High School
Cherokee County Schools

sarah cain
ira B. Jones elementary School
Asheville City Schools

Mark sale
Swain Middle School
Swain County Schools

nicholas honeycutt
Mars Hill elementary School
Madison County Schools

Jeffrey Woody
Mitchell High School
Mitchell County Schools

region 8 – District Winners



2012 Wells fargo Regional  
Principals of the Year

Patrice Faison  
2012 Wells Fargo Principal of the year
Piedmont-Triad/Central  •  Region 5
oak Hill elementary School, guilford County Schools

clay Wagner
Northeast  •  Region 1
Riverside High School
Martin County Schools

hilda batts
Southwest  •  Region 6

A.T. Allen School
Cabarrus County 

Schools

Drew cook
North Central  •  Region 3

garner Magnet  
High School

Wake County Schools

brad teague
Western  •  Region 8

east Rutherford  
Middle School

Rutherford County Schools

Glenn reed
Southeast  •  Region 2

Blue Creek  
elementary School

onslow County Schools

Kelly Withers
Northwest  •  Region 7

Jesse Carson 
High School

Rowan-Salisbury 
School System

sara bigley
South Central  •  Region 4

Pinehurst  
elementary School

Moore County Schools



The Wells Fargo Principal of the Year Award was introduced in 1984 
to recognize the role of the principal in establishing an environment 
conducive to the pursuit and achievement of academic excellence in 
North Carolina’s schools. This Foundation sponsors the award in 
conjunction with the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction. 
Since the inception of the program, there have been 33 Wells Fargo 
North Carolina Principals of the Year, 210 regional award recipients, 
and 2,689 local Wells Fargo Principals of the Year. 

This program recognizes principals at the local, regional, and 
statewide levels. The Wells Fargo Principal of the Year serves as the 
North Carolina ambassador for public education and represents our 
state at the National Level. The state designee serves in an advisory 
capacity to the State Board of Education and a one-year term on the 
Board of Directors of the North Carolina Public School Forum. 

About the Program

 2012 Patrice faison guilford County Schools, oak Hill elementary

 2011 Rob Jackson Union County Public Schools, Cuthbertson High

 2010 Jan king Henderson County Schools, glenn C. Marlow elementary

 2009 Vann Pennell Brunswick County Schools, South Brunswick High 

 2008 Debra Morris Kannapolis City Schools, A.L. Brown High

 2007 Craig Hill Lenoir County Schools, Kinston High

 2006 Marian Yates Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, South Mecklenburg High

 2005 Margaret Hyatt Buncombe County Schools, Avery’s Creek elementary

PREVIOUS WINNERS 



 2004 John R. Black Hickory City Schools, Longview elementary

 2003 Nina René Corders Cumberland County Schools, e.e. Smith High

 2002 Lloyd G. Wimberley Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, Myers Park High

 2001 Peggy Smith Johnston County Schools, east Clayton elementary

 2000 Gail T. Edmondson greene County Schools, Snow Hill Primary

 1999 Daniel A. Piggott Winston-Salem/Forsyth Schools, Carver High

 1998 Pandora M. Bell guilford County Schools, Jesse Wharton elementary

 1997 Judith H. Budacz Pitt County Schools, Wahl-Coates elementary

 1996 Mary D. McDuffie Cumberland County Schools, Seventy-First High

 1995 Jo Ann Bowman Lee County Schools, J. glenn edwards elementary

 1994 David C. Burleson Burke County Schools, Freedom High

 1993 Ann B. Clark Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, Alexander graham Middle

 1992 Jane B. Burke Hertford County Schools, Hertford County High

 1991 John M. Schroeder High Point City Schools, Fairview elementary

 1990 John R. Griffin Cumberland County Schools, e.e. Smith High

 1989 Barbara M. Ledford Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, northeast Jr. High

 1988 Dan A. Jones guilford County Schools, erwin open elementary

 1987* karen H. Campbell Buncombe County Schools, W.W. estes elementary 
  Dale J. Metz greensboro City Schools, gateway education Center

 1986* Patricia f. Gibson newton-Conover City Schools, newton-Conover Middle 
  Janie E. Manning Pitt County Schools, Bethel elementary

 1985* Alice H. Hart Buncombe County Schools, glen Arden elementary 
  Beverly S. White Hickory City Schools, Jenkins elementary

 1984* Robert A. Clendenin guilford County Schools, Paige High 
  Alexander Erwin Wilkes County Schools, Wilkes Central High

  *  Prior to 1988, two statewide winners were named each year. Since then, one statewide winner has been selected.



The Wells Fargo North Carolina Principal of the Year  
process is facilitated by the Educator Effectiveness Division.

www.ncpublicschools.org/educatoreffectiveness/recognition/poy/ 

“School improvement depends on principals who can 
foster the conditions necessary for sustained education 
reform in a complex, rapidly changing society. Never has 
the time been riper for change leaders than right now.”

 — Michael Fullan


