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STATE AGENCY ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW SUMMARY

Section 207 of the HHFKA amended section 22 of the NSLA (42 U.S.C. 1769c) to require State agencies (SA) to report the results of the administrative review to the public in an accessible, easily understood manner in accordance with guidelines promulgated by the Secretary. Regulations at 7 CFR 210.18(m) requires the SA to post a summary of the most recent final administrative review results for each School Food Authority (SFA) on the SA publicly available website no later than 30 days after the SA provides the results of the administrative review to the SFA. The SA must also make a copy of the final administrative review report available to the public upon request.

School Food Authority (SFA) Name: Duplin County Schools

SFA Agreement Number: 310

Date of Administrative Review (Entrance Conference Date): February 16, 2026

Date review results were provided to the SFA: May 21, 2026

General Program Participation

1. What Child Nutrition Programs does the School Food Authority participate in? (Select all that apply)

|X| School Breakfast Program
|X| National School Lunch Program
|X| Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program
|X| Afterschool Snack
|_| Special Milk Program
|_| Seamless Summer Option

2. Does the School Food Authority operate under any Special Provisions? (Select all that apply)

|X| Community Eligibility Provision
|_| Special Provision 1
|_| Special Provision 2
|_| Special Provision 3

Review Findings

3. Were any findings identified during the review of this School Food Authority?
|X| Yes		|_| No

4. Is there fiscal action associated with findings identified during the review of this School Food Authority?
|X| Yes		|_| No


REVIEW FINDINGS
A. Program Access and Reimbursement

	YES
	NO
	

	|_|
	|X|
	Certification and Benefit Issuance – Validation of the SFA’s certification of students’ eligibility for free or reduced-price meals benefits

	Finding Detail:	 

	|_|
	|X|
	Verification – Validation of the process used by the SFA to confirm selected students’ eligibility for free and reduced-price meal benefits

	Finding Detail: 

	|X|
	|_|
	Meal Counting and Claiming – Validation of the SFA’s meal counting and claiming system that accurately counts, records, consolidates, and reports the number of reimbursable meals claimed by category

	Finding Detail 1: To maintain compliance, edit checks must be completed for all meals on a daily basis to ensure that claims do not surpass the number of eligible students present. Reviewers did not identify instances where the number of meals claimed exceeded the number of eligible students in attendance. However, at BF Grady Elementary, North Duplin Jr. Sr. High and Wallace Rose Hill High Schools, the daily report is not being adequately reviewed, resulting in a lack of verification that meal counts align with student attendance.
Finding Detail 2: An accurate meal counting and claiming procedure was 
not implemented for the Exceptional Children (EC) consuming meals in the classroom at the school. Technical assistance was provided on-site during the Administrative Review prior to meals being served resulting in allowable meal claims.



B. Meal Patterns and Nutrition Quality

	YES
	NO
	

	|X|
	|_|
	Meal Components and Quantities – Validation that meals claimed for reimbursement contain the required meal components and quantities

	[bookmark: _Hlk25565556]Finding Detail 1: During the review month (January 2026), students were offered an insufficient vegetable component on three (3) of seventeen (17) operating days. On each of the dates listed, students were left with only one (1) ½ cup vegetable option (carrots) by the end of meal service, indicating that the vegetable quantities prepared were insufficient to meet meal pattern requirements for the full serving period. The USDA 9–12 meal pattern requires School Food Authorities (SFAs) to offer a minimum of one (1) cup of vegetables per student per day. This finding also inhibits the vegetable subgroup offering, resulting in meal pattern noncompliance. 

• January 20: Celery and peas were depleted during meal service; only carrots were available at the end of service.

• January 23: Corn was depleted during meal service; only carrots were available at the end of service.
• January 30: Corn was depleted during meal service; only carrots were available at the end of service.

Finding Detail 2: During the review 
month (January 2026), milk was not offered or available as required on the following dates:

• January 29, 2026 – three hundred fifty-one (351) lunch meals

• January 30, 2026 – ninety-four (94) breakfast meals

The absence of milk on these dates indicates noncompliance with meal pattern requirements, as milk must be offered to students as part of a reimbursable meal during both breakfast and lunch service.

There will be a reclaim for missing meal components at lunch for three hundred fifty-one (351) meals; the amount of the reclaim for January 2026 at lunch is $1,653.21.
There is a potential reclaim for missing meal components at breakfast for ninety-four (94) meals; the amount of the potential reclaim for January 2026 at breakfast is $276.36. Since the total reclaim is less than the $600 reclaim threshold, the $276.36 reclaim amount will be disregarded.
Finding Detail 3: On the day of review, there were two serving lines observed offering different meals. The pizza line is not in compliance with USDA meal pattern standards for vegetable subgroups, as only French fries are offered daily.
• Line 1: Alfredo, Corndogs, 1 cup green beans, 1 cup black-eyed peas, 1 orange (½ cup serving; sign indicates students may select 2), 1 cup milk
• Line 2: Pizza (pepperoni and cheese), 1 cup french fries, 1 orange (½ cup serving; 
sign indicates students may select 2), 1 cup milk.

	|_|
	|X|
	Offer versus Serve (OVS) (provision that allows students to decline some of the food components offered) – Validation of the SFA’s compliance with OVS requirements, if applicable

	Finding Detail: 

	|_|
	|X|
	Dietary Specifications and Nutrient Analysis – Validation that meals offered to children through the School Nutrition programs are consistent with federal standards for calories, saturated fat, sodium, and trans fat

	Finding Detail:



C. School Nutrition Environment

	YES
	NO
	

	|X|
	|_|
	Food Safety – Validation that all selected schools meet the food safety and storage requirements, and comply with the Buy American provisions specified by the regulations

	Finding Detail:  In the review of the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) book, at North Duplin Jr. Sr. High School and BF Grady Elementary School the following sections were incomplete:
▪ Part 2 (b) Commercial Kitchen HACCP Plan Assessment Annual Operation Assessment and Verification

	|_|
	|X|
	Local School Wellness Policy – Review of the SFA’s established Local School Wellness Policy  

	Finding Detail: 

	|X|
	|_|
	Competitive Foods – Validation of the SFA’s compliance with regulations for all food and beverages to students outside of the reimbursable meal

	Finding Detail: A review of nutrition information of all food and beverages items being sold a la carte by the School Nutrition Department found two (2) items as have been incorrectly qualified as meeting Smart Snacks Nutrition Standards. Both products exceed smart snack standards in calories, fat, and sodium.
• David’s 1.85 oz cookie, (sold in a bundle of two)
• Six (6) chicken wings

	|_|
	|X|
	Professional Standards – Validation of the SFA’s compliance with required hiring standards and annual training requirements  

	Finding Detail: 



D. Civil Rights

	YES
	NO
	

	|_|
	|X|
	Civil Rights – Validation of the SFA’s compliance with civil rights requirements as applicable to the School Nutrition Programs

	Finding Detail:



E. Resource Management

	YES
	NO
	

	|_|
	|X|
	Resource Management – Validation of the SFA’s compliance with overall financial health of the School Nutrition Program

	Finding Detail: 

	|X|
	|_|
	Other – Program Monitoring – On-Site Reviews


	Finding Detail: According to 7 CFR 210.8(a)(1) and 7 CFR 220.11(d)(1), every school year, prior to February 1, each School Food Authority (SFA) with more than one (1) school must perform no less than one (1) on-site review of the meal counting and claiming system and readily observable general areas of review identified under 7 CFR 210.8(h) in each school operating the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and 50% of schools operating the School Breakfast Program (SBP) under its jurisdiction. Although all sites received an on-site review for both breakfast and lunch 
during the 2025–2026 school year, the review observations for the following sites were completed after the February 1, 2026 deadline:
•	North Duplin Elementary School, North Duplin Jr. Sr. High School, 
           Chinquapin Elementary School and Beulaville Elementary School for both 
                       breakfast and lunch
•	Warsaw Elementary School for breakfast
            •	Wallace Rose Hill High School for lunch

	|X|
	|_|
	Other – Buy American Provision


	Finding Detail: The Buy American list should be updated regularly to cover all agricultural products not being purchased from the United States (Example: Frozen Broccoli from Poland, Fruit Juice (apple and orange) from Brazil, Mexico and Costa Rica, Green Leaf Lettuce from Mexico, Pine were observed in inventory). All non-domestic food products must receive written pre-approval from the school nutrition administrator prior to acceptance for use in the school food service program.

	|X|
	|_|
	Other – Procurement


	Finding Detail 1: The School Food Authority has not executed the Procurement Plan adequately in the area of “free and open” competition for small purchases. There was no documentation for obtaining quotes from vendors on items purchased under the School Food Authority’s small purchase threshold. Following the Procurement Plan procedures are required to ensure consistency and free and open competition among all vendors.
Finding Detail 2: The 2024–2025 Invitation for Bid (IFB) for Maola did not include specifications or estimated usage quantities for 1% unflavored milk. Additionally, the terms and conditions of the contract state in the extension clause that the agreement may be extended annually for up to four (4) additional years beyond the original contract period, provided that the vendor and the School Food Authority (SFA) mutually agree, no increases in costs are incurred, and any allowable price escalation is capped by the annual National Consumer Price Index (CPI) for Food Away From Home. However, the vendor has not adhered to the contract’s extension provisions and instead implemented a monthly price escalation/de-escalation methodology for updating prices, which is inconsistent with the terms outlined in the contract.

	|X|
	|_|
	Other – Afterschool Snack Program


	Finding Detail: The School Food Authority (SFA) is not in compliance with the USDA final rule Child Nutrition Programs: Meal Patterns Consistent with the 2020–2025 Dietary Guidelines for Americans, effective July 1, 2025 (SY 2025–26). On the day of review, ½ cup of sliced apples and 1 cup of unflavored milk was served for snack. The fruit did not meet the minimum ¾ cup requirement of fruit.
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