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OBJECTIVES

1. What is the National School Lunch 
Program?

2. How long is the application process?

3. Identify steps for participating in the 
federally funded School Nutrition 
Programs

4. Decisions, decisions… do we want to 
participate?
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We think nutrition because students can’t think without it.



WHAT IS THE NATIONAL 
SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM?

The National School Lunch Program is the 
federally assisted meal program 
operating in public and nonprofit 
private schools and residential 
child care institutions. 

Provides nutritionally balanced, 
low-cost or free lunches to 
children each school day. 
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WHAT OTHER PROGRAMS ARE 
OFFERED UNDER SCHOOL 

NUTRITION?

National School Lunch Program (NSLP)

• After School Snack Program

• Seamless Summer Option

• Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program

School Breakfast Program (SBP)

Special Milk Program (SMP)
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HOW LONG IS THE APPLICATION 
PROCESS?

The School Nutrition Program application 
process takes approximately six (6) 
months to complete.
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STEPS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
SCHOOL NUTRITION PROGRAM

1. Complete Potential School Food Authority 
(SFA) Interest Form
• Submit along with School Calendar

2. Create menus, complete menu grids and 
certification worksheets – submit for approval

3. Catering Contract/Request For Proposal
4. Submit required Technology Access forms
5. Complete and submit required 

Operations/Management documents for 
review and approval. 
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STEPS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
SCHOOL NUTRITION PROGRAM

6. Complete online Agreement Application 
process 

7. Submit required original signed documents to 
NCDPI – School Nutrition Services

8. Congratulations! Your School Food Authority 
is an approved sponsor in the School 
Nutrition Program!

9. An Operations and Program Management 
Consultant will be onsite to observe meal 
services within four (4) weeks of approval.
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WHAT IS THE REIMBURSEMENT 
RATE?



DECISIONS.. DECISIONS..
DO WE WANT TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NSLP?
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
PARTICIPATION!
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Jacquelyn McGowan, Compliance Specialist

Jacquelyn.Mcgowan@dpi.nc.gov

919.807.3595
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The U.S Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, 

employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, 

disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital 

status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or if all or part of an individual's income 

is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in 

employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all 

prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA 

Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found at 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html or at any USDA office, or call 

866.632.9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the 

information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail 

at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 

Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax 202.690.7442 or email at 

program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA 

through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877.8339; or (800) 845.6136 (in Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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