
Assistive 
Technology 
and the IEP

Connecting the EC Student 
with Critical Supports



Initial Evaluation /
Reevaluation



Evaluating the Need 
for AT Support

o In addressing access to 
instruction

o In response to student’s 
physical and communication 
needs

A thorough review should include 
information provided by the parent and 

teachers in identifying the student’s 
current levels of functioning.
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Evaluating the Need 
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Evaluating the Need 
for AT Support

o In addressing access to 
instruction

o In response to student’s 
physical and communication 
needs

In addition to those assessments 
needed for eligibility, the IEP team 

may request assessments specific to 
programming.



Evaluating the Need 
for AT Support

o In addressing access to 
instruction

o In response to student’s 
physical and communication 
needs

The ECATS live sites has been 
updated to include Assistive 

Technology.



Eligibility 
Determination



Documenting 
Assessment 
Results



A 3-Step Process
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The IEP



Entry Options

Relevant to 
the unique 
needs of the 
student, 
assistive 
technology 
can be 
addressed in 
several areas 
of the IEP 
development 
process as 
needed.



Entry Options

Relevant to 
the unique 
needs of the 
student, 
assistive 
technology 
can be 
addressed in 
several areas 
of the IEP 
development 
process as 
needed.



Student Profile

Strengths specific to the use of 
natural, technological, or 
mechanical supports can be listed 
in this section.

Special consideration should be 
given to transition needs noted 
here.



Assessment Summary

Evaluation information can also be 
pulled in to support the use of 
assistive technology within PLAAFPs 
and the Prior Written Notice.



Source of Relevant Info

Clicking on the ADD/REMOVE will 
allow for the import of assessment 
data.



Present Level(s) of Academic 
and Functional Performance PLAAFP

Specific data can be documented 
within the fields indicating present 
level, including skills specific to the 
use of assistive technology devices.



Present Level(s) of Academic 
and Functional Performance PLAAFP

Any specifics around potential 
causes for a student’s limitations, as 
well as statements of impact can be 
located in this section.



Special Factors

How will assistive technology be 
used to support the student?
• As a goal?
• To support a goal?
• As a direct service?
• Used as an accommodation?
• As part of a communication plan?



Transition Planning



Transition Planning

Where needed, the use of assistive technology 
devices should be addressed in assisting the 
student in reaching their post-secondary goals and 
accessing community resources after IEP services 
have been discontinued.



Annual Goals

Goals can be added for all areas requiring SDI.



Annual Goals

Additional space is 
available for 
additional goals, as 
needed.



Annual Goals

Goal details specific to the use of AT, connection to 
transition, and progress monitoring can be added here.

This is also where objectives can be added for those 
students on the Extended Content Standards.



Annual Goals



Services

What services, if any, are needed?



Services

In cases where special technical assistance is needed 
for teachers and other staff working with the student, 
those details can also be included here.



Accommodations

Where applicable, it should be indicated what AT 
is needed in order for the student to access the 
curriculum presented in specified areas.



Accommodations

Once the class/activity is selected, 
the participation level will need to be 
selected at the bottom of the page 
for each class or activity indicated.



Accommodations



Accommodations

Where applicable, it should be indicated what AT 
is needed in order for the student to access state 
and district assessments.



Questions?

Su Stone
Monitoring Consultant

Exceptional Children Division

NC Department of Public Instruction

su.stone@dpi.nc.gov

(919) 807-3951

http://dpi.nc.gov

