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Eligibility



Child with a Disability NC 1500-2.4(a)(b)

• A child with a disability means a child evaluated in accordance with Policy
and who, by reason of the disability, needs special education and related 
services.

• Disabilities defined by the IDEA

Autism Multiple Disabilities
Deaf-Blindness Orthopedic Impairment

Deafness Other Health Impairment
Developmental Delay Specific Learning Disability
Emotional Disability Speech or Language Impairment
Hearing Impairment Traumatic Brain Injury
Intellectual Disability Visual Impairment (including blindness)
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Prong 1: Disability



Determination of Eligibility NC 1503-2.7

Upon completion of the administration of assessments and other evaluation 
measures--

(1) A group of qualified professionals and the parent determines 
whether the child is a child with a disability as defined in NC 1500-
2.4, in accordance with paragraph (b) of this section and the 
educational needs of the child; and

(2) The LEA provides a copy of the evaluation report and the 
documentation of determination of eligibility at no cost to the parent.





Prong 2: Adverse 
Effect



Determination of Eligibility NC 1503-2.7

Special rule for eligibility determination. A child must not be determined to be 
a child with a disability under these Policies --

(1) If the determinant factor for that determination is--

(i) Lack of appropriate instruction in reading, including the 
essential components of reading instruction;

(ii) Lack of appropriate instruction in math; or

(iii) Limited English proficiency; and

(2) If the child does not otherwise meet the eligibility criteria under 
NC 1500-2.4(a).
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Eligibility 
Determination



Determination of Eligibility NC 1503-2.7





Key Points



Key Points
The IEP team uses multiple sources of data to document the 
unique needs of the student and establishes that:

The student has 1(or more) of 14 areas of disability (Prong 1)
+ The disability has an adverse effect on educational            

performance (Prong 2)
+ The student needs specially designed instruction (Prong 3)
The student is eligible for special education and related 
services.



Eligibility Determination
• If the team determines that the student meets all three 

requirements (prongs) for eligibility in NC, the team will then 
document their decision.  

• Signatures with a statement of agreement/disagreement is required 
only for SLD.  
� Should a team member disagree with the decision of the team, he/she must 

submit a separate statement of their reason for disagreement.
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