
Individualized 
Education Programs
Module #2: Initial Referral

Consent for Evaluation/Reevaluation



Initial Referral
Special Education Referral: School Age

Special Education Referral: Pre-School



Initial Referrals

Should Be Considered When… 
� An LEA suspects that a child has a disability under 

the IDEA 

� A child has transferred to an NC LEA from out-of-
state with an IEP

� A parent submits a written request for initial 
referral for eligibility for special education services



School Age and Preschool Referrals
Similarities
� Student Demographics
� Parent/Guardian 

Information
� Vision Screening (if available)

� Hearing Screening (if available)

� Student Strengths
� Review of Existing Data
� Reason for Referral
� IEP Team Decision

Differences
� Academic Areas vs. Pre-

Academic Skills
� Educational Setting (Pre-

School/Daycare)
� Referral Source

� Early Intervention
� School Personnel



Section 1: Discussion 
of Student Strengths



Section I: Discussion of Student 
Strengths

School Age
� Reading
� Math
� Written Language
� Functional Skills
� Behavior/Social Skills
� Communication Skills

Pre-School
� Cognitive/Thinking Skills
� Emotional/Social Skills
� Communication
� Sensorimotor
� Adaptive



Section II: Review of 
Existing Data



Section II: Review of Existing Data
School Age

• Results of local and state 
assessment

• Past and current grades

• Documentation of the scientific 
research-based interventions 
implemented to address the 
targeted academic, behavioral, 
and/or functional areas of need

• Information provided by parent

• Observational data

• Additional information reviewed 
from other sources

Pre-School
• Early history and all 

relevant medical/health 
information

• Local screening data
• Instructional 

practices/interventions







Section III: Reason 
for Referral





Section IV: IEP Team 
Determination



Section IV: IEP Team Determination





Consent for 
Evaluation/Reevaluation





Crosswalk of Consent to Evaluate 
and Required Evaluations

Consent to Evaluate (form) Required Evaluations (policy)

Adaptive Behavior Adaptive Behavior Evaluation

Audiological Evaluation

Audiological Evaluation followed by ontological, when 
appropriate

Audiological evaluation, including air/bone conduction 
testing; speech receptive testing with/without 
amplification, and impedance testing to determine the 
type and extent of hearing loss

Braille Skills Inventory/Learning 
Media Assessment

Braille Skills Inventory and/or Media Assessment

Functional Vision Assessment Functional Vision Assessment

Educational Evaluation Educational Evaluation



Crosswalk of Consent to Evaluate 
and Required Evaluations

Consent to Evaluate (form) Required Evaluations (policy)

Health Screening

Health Screening

Hearing Screening

Review of Medical History/Records

Vision Screening

Medical Evaluation Medical Evaluation

Motor Screening Motor Screening

Motor Evaluation Motor Evaluation

Observation Observation Across Settings

Ophthalmological or Optometric 
Evaluation

Ophthalmological or Optometric Evaluation



Crosswalk of Consent to Evaluate 
and Required Evaluations

Consent to Evaluate (form) Required Evaluations (policy)

Otological Evaluation Otological Evaluation

Progress Monitoring

(2) SRB Interventions to Address Academic/Behavioral 
Skills 

(2) SRB Interventions to Address Academic/Functional 
Skills

(2) SRB Interventions to Address Academic Skills 
(2) SRB Interventions to Address 
Behavioral/Emotional Skills

Psychological Evaluation

Psychological Evaluation

Psychological Evaluation for TBI
Psychological Evaluation including Cognitive/Social-
Emotional Measures

Psychological Evaluation including Intellectual 
Evaluation



Crosswalk of Consent to Evaluate 
and Required Evaluations

Consent to Evaluate (form) Required Evaluations (policy)

Social/Developmental History Social/Developmental History

Speech-Language Screening
Speech-Language Screening

Articulation/Fluency/Language/Voice/Resonance 
Screening

Speech-Language/Communication 
Evaluation

Articulation/Fluency/Language/Voice/Resonance 
Evaluation

Communication Evaluation

Communication Evaluation including Receptive, 
Expressive and Augmentative Skills

Speech-Language Evaluation - including Language 
Semantics and Pragmatics

Speech-Language Evaluation



Crosswalk of Consent to Evaluate 
and Required Evaluations

Consent to Evaluate (form) Required Evaluations (policy)

Vocational Evaluation Vocational Evaluation

Assessment/Behavior Rating Tool Specific to 
Autism

Assessment/Behavior Rating Tool Specific to 
Autism

Behavioral/Emotional Evaluation Behavioral/Emotional Evaluation



Section V: IEP Team 
Participants





Resources
• Public Schools of North Carolina Exceptional Children 

Division. (2014). NC Policies Governing Services for 
Children with Disabilities, Amended March 2018

• Federal Register. (2006). Part II 34 CFR Parts 300 and 
301 Assistance to States for the Education of Children with 
Disabilities and Preschool Grants for Children with 
Disabilities Final Rule. Department of Education.

https://ec.ncpublicschools.gov/conferences-profdev/march-institute/2018-march-institute-handouts/policy-updates-legal-trends/amended-march-2018-policy.pdf
https://ec.ncpublicschools.gov/policies/34-cfr-parts-300-and-301-2013-federal-regulations

