
State Board of Education  |  North Carolina Department of Public Instruction  |  www.ncpublicschools.org 

1 

 
 

FAQ 

1. Q: What does it mean to “repeat a course for credit?”  

 

A: “Repeating a course for credit” refers to a high school course repeated via any delivery 

method when the entire Standard Course of Study for that course is being taught to the 

student for a second time. This concept is defined in North Carolina State Board of 

Education policy (NCSBE) GCS-M-001 with statutory reference GS 115C-81.  

 

2. Q: What is “grade suppression?” 

 

A: “Grade suppression” is the technical process within PowerSchool that removes a grade 

from display on transcript and GPA/class rank calculations after a course has been repeated 

for credit. More information on this technical information can be found at: http://www.nc-

sis.org/Documents/student_info/PS_QRD_Grade_Suppression.pdf.  

 

3. Q: Is there a difference between repeating a course for credit and credit recovery?  

 

A: Yes. In contrast to repeating a course for credit, credit recovery refers to a block of 

instruction that is less than the entirety of the Standard Course of Study for that course and 

does not replace the previously earned grade. An FAQ on credit recovery can be found at: 

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/docs/accountability/testing/eoc/creditrecovfaq14.pdf.  

 

4. Q: Does a student repeating a course for credit receive a numeric grade?  

 

A: Yes. Only credit recovery issues a Pass/Fail mark, whereas, repeating a course for credit 

issues a numeric grade.  

 

5. Q: Can a student earn credit toward graduation multiple times when repeating a 

course for credit?  

 

A: No. The student only earns credit towards graduation once.  

 

6. Q: Can a course be repeated at a different academic level? For example, if a student 

fails an honors course, can they then repeat the standard level version of the same 

course to replace their previous grade?  

 

A: Yes. The course can be repeated at any academic level if it aligns with the same 

graduation requirement of the previously failed course. It is up to local discretion to decide 

what course equivalents can be taken to replace the previous course.  
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7. Q: If a student transfers to a new school or district that does not offer the course they 

wish to repeat, does that school or district need to create and offer the course?  

 

A: No. However, it is recommended that the school or district work with the student to 

explore other options such as using the North Carolina Virtual Public School (NCVPS).  

 

8. Q: Can a community college course be repeated at the community college?  

 

A: The school district should work with the community college to understand their local 

policies. Ultimately, this decision is up to the specific community college and not the North 

Carolina Department of Public Instruction or the local school district.  

 

9. Q: Can a student repeat a course for credit if they did not previously fail the course? 

 

A: The N.C. State Board of Education mandates that students are permitted to repeat a 

course for credit when they have failed a course. Local boards of education may develop 

policies that define specific circumstances when students other than those who fail a course 

may repeat a course for credit.  

 

10. Q: Can a different educator teach the course that is repeated for credit?  

 

A: Yes. Any qualified educator can teach the repeated course.   

 

11. Q: What happens if there is an End-of-Course (EOC) assessment associated with the 

course?  

 

A: Students repeating a course for credit shall receive a grade and take the associated EOC 

assessment. Those students who have already scored at Level 3, 4, or 5 on the associated 

EOC assessment may elect either to retake the EOC or use the previous passing EOC score 

as at least 20% of their final grade. If the student retakes the EOC, the higher of the two 

scores will be used in the calculation of the final grade.  

 

12. Q: To what school years does this policy apply?  

 

A: Courses initially taken in school year 2015-16 and later have the option to repeat the 

course for credit and replace the previously earned grade. Courses taken previously to the 

2015-16 school year are ineligible for grade suppression.  

 

13. Q: If a student took a virtual course (e.g. through NCVPS), can they repeat the course 

in a face-to-face classroom and vice versa?   

 

A: Yes. The course can be repeated via any delivery method.  


