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§ 115C-238.50.  Purpose. 

(a)        The purpose of this Part is to authorize local boards of education to jointly establish 

with one or more boards of trustees cooperative innovative programs in high schools and 

colleges or universities that will expand students' opportunities for educational success through 

high quality instructional programming. These cooperative innovative high school programs 

shall target any of the following groups: 

(1)        High school students who are at risk of dropping out of school before 

attaining a high school diploma. 

(1a)      High school students with parents who did not continue education beyond 

high school. 

(2)        High school students who would benefit from accelerated academic 

instruction. 

(b)        All the cooperative innovative high school programs established under this Part shall: 

(1)        Enable students to concurrently obtain a high school diploma and begin or 

complete an associate degree program, master a certificate or vocational 

program, or earn up to two years of college credit within five years. 

(1a)      Prepare students adequately for future learning in the workforce or in an 

institution of higher education. 

(2),       (3) Repealed by Session Laws 2011-145, s. 7.1A(j), effective January 1, 

2012. 

(4)        Encourage the cooperative or shared use of resources, personnel, and facilities 

between public schools and colleges or universities, or both. 

(5)        Repealed by Session Laws 2011-145, s. 7.1A(j), effective January 1, 2012. 

(6)        Emphasize parental involvement and provide consistent counseling, advising, 

and parent conferencing so that parents and students can make responsible 

decisions regarding course taking and can track the students' academic 

progress and success. 

(7)        through (10) Repealed by Session Laws 2011-145, s. 7.1A(j), effective 

January 1, 2012. 

(11)      Develop methods for early identification of potential participating students in 

the middle grades and through high school and provide outreach to those 

students to promote academic preparation and awareness of the cooperative 

innovative high school programs. 

(12)      Repealed by Session Laws 2011-145, s. 7.1A(j), effective January 1, 2012. 

(c)        through (e) Repealed by Session Laws 2011-145, s. 7.1A(j), effective January 1, 

2012. 

(f)        Students are eligible to attend these programs as early as ninth grade.  (2003-277, s. 2; 

2005-276, s. 7.33(a); 2010-31, s. 7.21(a); 2011-145, s. 7.1A(j).) 
 

Part 9. Cooperative Innovative High School Programs. 

§ 115C-238.50A.  Definitions. 

The following definitions apply in this Part: 



(1)        Constituent institution. - A constituent institution as defined in G.S. 116-2(4). 

(1a)      Cooperative innovative high school. - A high school approved by the State 

Board of Education and the applicable governing Board that meets the 

following criteria: 

a.         It has no more than 100 students per grade level. This criterion shall 

not apply to a regional school as defined in G.S. 115C-238.61. 

b.         It partners with an institution of higher education to enable students to 

concurrently obtain a high school diploma and begin or complete an 

associate degree program, master a certificate or vocational program, 

or earn up to two years of college credit within five years. 

c.         It is located on the campus of the partner institution of higher 

education, unless the governing Board or the local board of trustees for 

a private North Carolina college specifically waives the requirement 

through adoption of a formal resolution. This criterion shall not apply 

to a regional school established as provided in Part 10 of this Article. 

(1b)      Cooperative innovative high school allotment. - Funds appropriated by the 

General Assembly to the Department of Public Instruction to provide 

additional resources to approved cooperative innovative high schools. 

(2)        Education partner. - An education partner as provided in G.S. 115C-238.52. 

(3)        Governing Board. - The State Board of Community Colleges or the Board of 

Governors of The University of North Carolina. 

(3a)      Local board of education. - A local board as defined in G.S. 115C-5(5) or a 

regional school board of directors as defined in G.S. 115C-238.61(5). 

(4)        Local board of trustees. - The board of trustees of a community college, 

constituent institution of The University of North Carolina, or private college 

located in North Carolina. 

(5)        Partner institution of higher education. - A community college, constituent 

institution of The University of North Carolina, or private college located in 

North Carolina.  (2005-276, s. 7.33(a); 2010-31, s. 7.21(c); 2011-145, s. 

7.1A(j); 2011-241, s. 4; 2012-142, s. 7.11(a); 2014-100, s. 8.36(a).) 
 

 

§ 115C-238.51.  Application process. 

(a)        A local board of education and at least one local board of trustees shall jointly apply 

to establish a cooperative innovative high school program under this Part. 

(b)        The application shall contain at least the following information: 

(1)        A description of a program that implements the purposes in G.S. 115C-

238.50. 

(2)        A statement of how the cooperative innovative high school relates to the 

Economic Vision Plan adopted for the economic development region in which 

the cooperative innovative high school is to be located. 

(3)        The facilities to be used by the cooperative innovative high school and the 

manner in which administrative services of the school are to be provided. 



(4)        A description of student academic and vocational achievement goals and the 

method of demonstrating that students have attained the skills and knowledge 

specified for those goals. 

(5)        A description of how the cooperative innovative high school will be operated, 

including budgeting, curriculum, transportation, and operating procedures. 

(6)        The process to be followed by the cooperative innovative high school to 

ensure parental involvement. 

(7)        The process by which students will be selected for and admitted to the 

cooperative innovative high school. 

(8)        A description of the funds that will be used and a proposed budget for the first 

five years of the implementation of the cooperative innovative high school. 

This description shall identify how the average daily membership (ADM) and 

full-time equivalent (FTE) students are counted. If additional funds are 

requested, a description of how those additional funds will be used shall be 

submitted. Additional funds may include the cooperative innovative high 

school allotment and tuition payments. For cooperative innovative high 

schools that have a community college as their partner institution of higher 

education, the proposed budget shall include the cost of including their 

students in calculations of budget full-time equivalent students for the North 

Carolina Community College System. 

(9)        The qualifications required for individuals employed in the cooperative 

innovative high school. 

(10)      The number of students to be served. 

(11)      A description of how the cooperative innovative high school's effectiveness in 

meeting the purposes in G.S. 115C-238.50 will be measured. 

(c)        The application shall be submitted to the State Board of Education and the applicable 

governing Board. If the partner institution of higher education is a private North Carolina 

college, the application shall be submitted solely to the State Board of Education. 

(d),      (e) Repealed by Session Laws 2012-142, s. 7.11(b), effective July 2, 2012.  (2003-

277, s. 2; 2005-276, s. 7.33(a); 2005-345, ss. 6(b), 6(c); 2011-145, s. 7.1A(j); 2012-142, s. 

7.11(b).) 
 

§ 115C-238.51A.  Approval process. 

(a)        Joint Advisory Committee. - The State Board of Education and the applicable 

governing Board of the local board of trustees shall appoint a joint advisory committee to review 

the applications and to recommend approval for those applications that meet the requirements of 

this Part and achieve purposes set out in G.S. 115C-238.50. The recommendation shall indicate 

whether additional funds were requested in the application. 

(b)        No Additional Funds. - For applications which have not requested additional funds, 

the State Board of Education and the applicable governing Board may approve cooperative 

innovative high schools. In granting approval, consideration shall be given to the proposed 

budget and demonstration of sources of sustainable funding for the operation of the cooperative 

innovative high school. Approvals shall be made by June 30 of each year. No additional State 

funds, position allotments, earning of budget full-time equivalent students, or payments of tuition 

shall be provided to cooperative innovative high schools approved under this subsection. 



(c)        Additional Funds. - For applications which have requested additional funds, the State 

Board of Education and the applicable governing Board may approve cooperative innovative 

high schools contingent upon appropriation of the additional funds by the General Assembly. 

Contingent approval shall be made by April 1 of each year. The contingent approval shall expire 

if no appropriation is made by the General Assembly for the additional funds within one calendar 

year. No cooperative innovative high school shall open prior to the appropriation by the General 

Assembly of the full amount of the additional funds as requested in the application for that 

school under G.S. 115C-238.51 for the upcoming fiscal year or fiscal biennium, as appropriate. 

If no appropriation is made by the General Assembly, a revised application may be submitted 

under subsection (b) of this section.  (2012-142, s. 7.11(c).) 
 

§ 115C-238.52.  Participation by other education partners. 

(a)        Any or all of the following education partners may participate in the development of 

a cooperative innovative high school under this Part that is targeted to high school students who 

would benefit from accelerated academic instruction: 

(1),       (2)  Repealed by Session Laws 2005-276, s. 7.33(a), effective July 1, 2005. 

(3)        A private business or organization. 

(4)        The county board of commissioners in the county in which the cooperative 

innovative high school is located. 

(b)        Any or all of the education partners listed in subsection (a) of this section that 

participate shall: 

(1)        Jointly apply with the local board of education and the local board of trustees 

to establish a cooperative innovative high school under this Part. 

(2)        Be identified in the application. 

(3)        Sign the written agreement under G.S. 115C-238.53(b).  (2003-277, s. 2; 

2005-276, s. 7.33(a); 2012-142, s. 7.11(d).) 
 

§ 115C-238.53.  Operation of cooperative innovative high schools. 

(a)        A cooperative innovative high school approved by the State is accountable to the 

local board of education. 

(b)        A cooperative innovative high school approved under this Part shall operate under 

the terms of a written agreement signed by the local board of education, local board of trustees, 

State Board of Education, and applicable governing Board. The agreement shall incorporate the 

information provided in the application, as modified during the approval process, and any terms 

and conditions imposed on the school by the State Board of Education and the applicable 

governing Board. The agreement may be for a term of no longer than five school years. 

(c)        A cooperative innovative high school may be operated in a facility owned or leased 

by the local board of education, the local board of trustees, or the education partner, if any. 

(d)       A cooperative innovative high school approved under this Part shall provide 

instruction each school year for at least 185 days or 1,025 instructional hours during nine 

calendar months, shall comply with laws and policies relating to the education of students with 

disabilities, and shall comply with Article 27 of this Chapter. The requirements of G.S. 115C-

84.2 shall not apply to the school calendar of a program approved under this Part. 

(e)        A cooperative innovative high school approved under this Part may use State, federal, 

and local funds allocated to the local school administrative unit, to the applicable governing 



Board, and to the partner institution of higher education to implement its program. If there is an 

education partner and if it is a public body, the cooperative innovative high school may use State, 

federal, and local funds allocated to that body. 

(f)        Except as provided in this Part and under the terms of the agreement, cooperative 

innovative high schools: 

(1)        Shall have the same exemptions from statutes and rules as charter schools 

operating under Article 14A of this Chapter, other than those pertaining to 

personnel. 

(2)        May be exempted by the State Board of Education or by the applicable 

governing Board from laws and rules applicable to a local board of education, 

a local school administrative unit, a community college, a constituent 

institution, or a local board of trustees.  (2003-277, s. 2; 2005-276, s. 7.33(a); 

2010-182, s. 1; 2012-142, ss. 7.11(e), 7A.11(c); 2012-145, s. 2.5; 2014-101, s. 

7.) 
 

§ 115C-238.54.  Funds for cooperative innovative high schools. 

(a)        The Department of Public Instruction shall assign a school code for each cooperative 

innovative high school that is approved under this Part. Notwithstanding G.S. 115C-105.25, once 

the cooperative innovative high school has been assigned a school code, the local board of 

education may use these funds for the school and may transfer these funds between funding 

allotment categories. 

(a1)      Repealed by Session Laws 2011-145, s. 7.1A(j), effective January 1, 2012. 

(b)        The local board of trustees may allocate State and federal funds for a cooperative 

innovative high school that is approved under this Part. 

(c)        An education partner under G.S. 115C-238.52 that is a public body may allocate 

State, federal, and local funds for a cooperative innovative high school that is approved under 

this Part. 

(d)       If not an education partner under G.S. 115C-238.52, a county board of commissioners 

in a county where a cooperative innovative high school is located may nevertheless appropriate 

funds to the school approved under this Part. 

(e)        The local board of education and the local board of trustees are strongly encouraged 

to seek funds from sources other than State, federal, and local appropriations. They are strongly 

encouraged to seek funds the Education Cabinet identifies or obtains under G.S. 116C-4. 

(f)        Students in cooperative innovative high schools shall not be charged tuition for 

courses taken through the partner institution of higher education. 

(g)        Students in cooperative innovative high schools that have a community college as 

their partner institution of higher education and were approved under G.S. 115C-238.51A(c) 

shall be included in calculations of budget full-time equivalent students for the North Carolina 

Community College System. Students in cooperative innovative high schools that have a 

community college as their partner institution of higher education and were approved under G.S. 

115C-238.51A(b) shall not be included in calculations of budget full-time equivalent students for 

the North Carolina Community College System. 

(h)        The State Board of Education shall reimburse The University of North Carolina for 

tuition for courses taken by students at cooperative innovative high schools that have a 

constituent institution of The University of North Carolina as their partner institution of higher 

education and were approved under G.S. 115C-238.51A(c). Tuition payments shall not exceed 



the annual Board of Governors-approved undergraduate resident tuition rate calculated on a per 

credit hour basis and shall not include fees. In addition, the cooperative innovative high school 

students' credit hours shall be nonfundable under The University of North Carolina Semester 

Credit Hour Enrollment Change Funding Model. The State Board of Education shall not 

reimburse The University of North Carolina for tuition for courses taken by students at 

cooperative innovative high schools that have a constituent institution of The University of North 

Carolina as their partner institution of higher education and were approved under G.S. 115C-

238.51A(b). 

(i)         The State Board of Education shall reimburse private North Carolina colleges for 

tuition for courses taken by students at cooperative innovative high schools that have a private 

North Carolina college as their partner institution of higher education and were approved under 

G.S. 115C-238.51A(c). Tuition payments shall not exceed the highest undergraduate resident 

rate approved by the Board of Governors for The University of North Carolina constituent 

institutions and shall not include fees. The State Board of Education shall not reimburse private 

North Carolina colleges for tuition for courses taken by students at cooperative innovative high 

schools that have a private North Carolina college as their partner institution of higher education 

and were approved under G.S. 115C-238.51A(b).  (2003-277, s. 2; 2005-276, s. 7.33(a); 2010-

31, s. 7.21(b); 2011-145, s. 7.1A(j); 2012-142, s. 7.11(f).) 
 

§ 115C-238.55.  Evaluation of cooperative innovative high schools. 

The State Board of Education and the governing Boards shall evaluate the success of students 

in cooperative innovative high schools approved under this Part. Success shall be measured by 

high school retention rates, high school completion rates, high school dropout rates, certification 

and associate degree completion, admission to four-year institutions, postgraduation employment 

in career or study-related fields, and employer satisfaction of employees who participated in and 

graduated from the schools. The Boards shall jointly report by January 15 of each year to the 

Joint Legislative Education Oversight Committee on the evaluation of these schools.  (2003-277, 

s. 2; 2005-276, s. 7.33(a); 2009-305, s. 3; 2012-142, s. 7.11(g).) 
 

 

 


